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NATIASVINTRADZE

ROSE AS A SYMBOL IN NIZAMI °’S “LAYLA AND MAJNUN”
AND RUSTAVELI’S “THE MAN IN THE PANTHER’S SKIN”

The symbol of flowers has special sense and implications in poetry. No poetry,
irrespective of its origin, has ever existed without the truly fascinating aesthetic
phenomenon as is the external beauties and fragrances of flowers. Persian poetry is
particularly imbued with these delicate smells. However, the rose has gained
supremacy over the other flowers not only in the Persian verse but also in the entire
Oriental poetry. In terms of symbolic use of the rose Nizami’s ‘Leila and Majnun’
and Rustaveli’s ‘The man in the Panther’s Skin’ present completely unique works.
Flora terminology is extensively applied in both epics.

In “Layla and Majnun” Nizami uses rose as an artistic embellishment while
describing protagonists’ appearances and particularly of those who are in love. The
rose can be a symbol of face, cheeks or the body. Rose as an aesthetic material
yields lots of epithets and metaphors (fresh, unsullied rose, open rose, rose of heaven,
dewy rose, red rose, the rose reaching the autumn and more).

The symbols of the rose and of the thorns of the rose-tree are related to love
pleasure and sometimes to the pain that love brings. Nizami also frequently makes
use of rose and nightingale as symbols, which were widespread in the poetry of the
east as an allegory of tragic love.

In Rustaveli’s “The Man in the Panther’s Skin” rose is a symbol of face,
cheeks, and lips. Rose participates in creating a number of epithets and metaphors
(frozen rose, dried up rose, sunless rose, rose that never withers, a rose button, a
split rose, a rose garden). Here are also symbols of “the Tale of the Rose and the
Nightingale” and of rose and thorn.

Although the “rose” as a symbol had been quite trite and dated both in the
Persian and Georgian poetry the two poets managed to create artistic effects free
from any possible “artisanship” and artificial compelling on the poetic images. In the
majority of instances symbols are well-suited aesthetic phenomena fitting with contents
of the two poems, their ideas, and feelings.
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