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LEILA KVELIDZE

GEORGIAN TRANSLATIONS OF NAGUIB MAHFOUZ’ NOVELS
(Miramar and Rhodopis)

The works of Naguib Mahfouz is widely known and respected as in Arabic so
in Western scientific circles. However, the author’s creative legacy has not yet become
the subject of the research in the Georgian specialist literature. The reason, to a
certain extent, is that apart from a modest number of novels translated into Georgian
the works of Naguib Mahfouz are largely unknown to Georgian readers. In this
paper I make an analysis as the first attempt of studying Georgian translations of the
novels Miramar and Rhodopis.

The difficulties of making translations from Arabic have often been noted in
the literary circles that is why the rendering of the novels into Georgian turned out an

important event in our country. Literary critics studying Naguib Mahfouz’ works
non'\t out the western i mﬂumnnpe while Arab cppcmhctg think that ngulh Mahf
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truth of the opinions of Arab specialists faces up when we make observation on the

uthor’s lanonaoce, In pmr t where the
author’s language. ypt where there are in fact three different languages, more

precisely three vanetles of the Arabic language: classic, modern and spoken, the
author makes use of the classic Arabic only and he has almost never used the other
versions.

Chronological study of Mahfouz’ works shows gradual evolution of his
language and elaboration of his style. It should noted that since the 60s of the 20™
century the author abandoned the realistic manner of writing (Rhodopi, 1943) and
took up shorter and dynamic plot novels (Miramar 1967).

Thus, the objects of our discussion are Rhodopis and Miramar the two
stylistically different novels. Above all, Maya Andronikashvili has accurately determined
the Georgian voice and style most suitable to Naguib Mahfouz’ prose. The translator
avoids superfluous literary stylization. She tries to render every single component,
each phrasal unit without loss by refusing elevated manners. Phrasal units that reflect
historical and rite realities and mentality of speakers present particular difficulties to
bring the text to the new

language milieu. The translation of the phrasal units demands contextual,
historical and culture analysis. Based on the material I have analyzed I can conclude
that the original text serves to the translator the same role as the live environment to
the author.

Most important is the fact that the Georgian translations are of high quality on
creative terms. In addition to these the problem discussed in the two novels determines
the popularity of Miramar and Rhodopis among Georgian readers.
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