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DAVID SHAVIANIDZE, RUSUDAN KASHIA

THE CHARACTERISTIC CULTURE PRESENTED IN THE GEORGIAN
TRADITIONAL TREATMENT AND THE QUESTION OF THE SOCIAL
STATUS OF AN INDIVIDUAL

(According to the Ethnographic materials of the West Georgia)

Based on the ethnographic materials collected in the different communities of
the West Georgia we draw the conclusion that the folk spells and charms preserve
the reality of the Georgians’ characteristic traditional culture; the materials tell about
reasons of the change of the traditional culture and the social status of the healers
skilled in the folk medicine; and that the knowledge and experience in folk medicine,
the process of the development of medical traditions corresponded with the level of
medical thinking and the level of social life.

Treatment methods examined through centuries were secretly kept by the
healer families who passed their knowledge and experience, domestic remedy
preparation instruction, to their heirs or the trustworthy relatives.

Georgian medical traditional cultural heritage brings together herbal, naturopathy
and magic medicine.

From the magic medicine we can trace only the actions of asking forgiveness
and ritual charms and chants to soothe the “anger” of baronebi (collective name of
measles, mumps, whooping coughs etc.).

There are instances when drugs of official medicine had been preserved in the
DODUlar consciousness thl’OUQh the influence of the “Karabadini”, the ancient bogks
of collections of healing methods and medicines.

The ethnographic materials tell about the attitude of people to the folk medicine,
namely, when and how was the right of an individual protected: “When did it become
possible that a person was able to get professional care with the real licensed doctors.™
It also becomes clear that traditional methods of treatment was replaced with the
professional one along with the improvement of the economic conditions of the
society “when an individual could afford his/her health care with a professional
doctor.

The improvement of economic conditions shattered the trust towards the folk
medicine in the plane and mountainous regions.

Nowadays natural - geographic environmental conditions (herbs formerly used

for treatment have changed so much so that they are hardly trustworthy to use”)
and cultural and economic develapment turned folk culture heliefs dated and useless.
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