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RITATSAKADZE
ANTON LORDKIPANIDZE LIBRARY CATALOGUE

Anton Lordkipanidze, a famous public man and a khalkhosani (a member of
the populist movement), established a library in Kutaisi in 1873. As it is seen from
his letter addressed to Kirile Lordkipanidze the library housed around four-thousand
editions, as well as the part of Babilov’s Library, and that as an essential aspect of the
library activities the catalogue was created.

It is a matter of great importance for the history and culture of the city to find
and learn the catalogue compiled by Anton Lordkipanidze to determine the types of
and the quantity of the book-stock kept in that library.. Unfortunately, the catalogue
has not yet been discovered.

In 1884 Anton seems compelled to give away the library and deliver it to
Petrov, a teacher of the Gymnasium. Saint Petersburg National Library has two
versions of Petrov’s catalogues.

Referring to a grounded assumption 1886 year catalogue can contain the list
of Anton Lordkipanidze’s book list. As is known in 1893 according to the order
issued by Kutaisi self-governance a public library was established in the town. Anton
Lordkipanidze donated 1500 units of books to the library from his personal fund.

Thus, a part of Anton Lordkipanidze’s books is kept in the repository of the
Kutaisi Scientific Library the study of these books and making comparison to the
Petrov catalogue might provide the knowledge about the composition of Anton
Lordkipanidze’s book fund.
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