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HAZIM MOHAMED HUSSEIN

ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN NAZIM HIKMET AND
VLADIMIR MAIAKOVSKY’S POETRY

The new form applied by Nazim Hikmet according to the general thought was
due to the influence of Vladimir Mayakovsky. However, the evidence allows casting
much doubt. He began composing his broken and fragmented stanzas long before
he did not know Mayakovsky and the Russian language. He composed the poem
“The Pupils of the Hungry Ones” when he was on the way to Moscow being moved
by the sight of the throng who fled from the famine. i.e. before he could have read
Mayakovsky’s poem. Nazim Hikmet speaks about the resemblance of Mayakovsky’s
and his poetry: “This (our poetry) is the overcoming of the conflict between poetry
and prose and poetry and other genres and at the same time introduction of language
of politics into poetry”..... “Mayakovsky is my teacher”, he says and adds that they
write differently. In contrast with the Russian rhythmic and rhymed verse Hikmet
proposes non-rhythmic but on the other hand rhymed “free verse” (Nazim) form.

If anyone thinks that Nazim Hikmet writes in the direct and immediate imitation
of Mayakovsky that will be a serious debatable question. In fact Hikmet comments
that he saw and was admired by a verse form, meaning the period when he discovered
Maykovsky’s poem in the newspaper in Batumi. He did not understand Russian
language and the content of the poem but being admired by the form of the poem
and inspired to compose a poem Hikmet wrote “The Pupils of the Hungry Ones”.

Nazim Hikmet’s constructivism did not last long. Reportedly, someone told
him that Futurists neglected lyrics and that those who contradict lyrics were called
constructivists. So Nazim chose to be a “Futurist”.

The themes of Nazim Hikmet’s poetry like laws of development of the society,
faith in the talent of the human being, and faith in the labor and in the future are given
in the dialectal wholesomeness. When being a young poet Hikmet felt that “a poem
should convey the new, express something that had never been told before” and he
saw this great move in the energy of the Moscow revolution. Similar to the European
leftists’ thinkers and of the art of that period Nazim Hikmet saw Russia as
“Geographical place for the hope”. His unique form was first found in full in his
“The Epic of Shaykh Bedreddin”, and concretization of his form is completely reached
in “Portraits of People from My Land”, the work that distinguishes the poet as the

unsurpassable summit of the Turkish poetry.
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