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TAMAR AKHVLEDIANI

Jewish images in the works of Akaki Tsereteli can be divided into two groups: 1)
The fascinating images of Biblical Jews that have changed their colors throughout centuries.
The author uses them to discuss his modern social and national problems. 2) Sometimes
characteristic, sometimes slightly horrible images of Akaki’s contemporary Kutaisi Jews.

What is more important, the model of Akaki’s fictional world, built up with fixed
images, is crowned by the two-hypostasis God — Androgynous from which two-hypostasis
national gods or spirits emanate like sephirots, which for some brings associations with
Kabbala. Among them is the Georgian national spirit as well with its male and female
beginnings. The male beginning is intelligence (mind) and has the form of warmth. The
female beginning is feeling and has the form of light.

Akaki writes that driving out Georgian God’s female beginning from the national
paradise (Golden Age of King Tamar and Rustaveli) for sins and then converting her by
the Georgian male beginning is the philosophy of the history of Georgia. We think that
androgenic God in Akaki’s works is not of Jewish origin. It is likely to have derived from
the German mysticism, for instance, from the works of Jacob Boehme.

To sum up, Akaki focuses on the sameness of essence of various religious models:
Christian divine love, Neo-Platonism, Sufism, Kabbala, etc. Consequently, his model is
close to Esotericism and belongs to the field of literary thought rather than to the subject
of belief. It is more likely to attract the attention of the specialists of the logics of art

reflection.
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