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OTAR GOGOLISHVILI
AKAKI AND ADJARIA

After finishing the war between Russia and Turkey in 1877-78, Batumi and
Kobuleti were given back to our home-country. Georgian elite audience made warm
welcome party for Adjarian Mps in the palace of Mukhran-Batoni in November 20,
1878. Akaki made the speech for Adjarian fellows in which he called the fact of
getting back of Batumi “ the flawless and cloudless joy”. The writer finished his
speech with the following words: “ Unfortunate fate divided us into two and
distinguished us with religion faith ... until Georgia is alive ... we are the same people
and we should share the same fate always”.

By studying archive materials it is asserted that Georgian public persons :
Akaki Tsereteli, Ilia Tchavtchavadze, Ivane Kereselidze, Dimitri Bakradze, Niko
Nikoladze, Giorgi Kazbegi, Sergei Meskhi, did their best to get independence for
Adjara together with patriots from Shavsheti and Adjara.

In the house of Akaki Tsereteli, in Skhvitori lived Osman from Adjara for
many years, who was confident for protecting the hand writings and documents of
the writer.

Akaki supported the population of Adjara during the rebellion of 1875. From
his letters to Niko Nlkoladze it is clear that the poet was attentive and felt sensitive
towards affairs in Kobuleti. He had personal relationship with one of the leaders of
rebellion Husein Giorgadze.

After getting independence of Adjara Akaki made friends with famous Adjarian
public persons: Haidar Abashidze, Memed Abashidze, Rejeb Nijaradze, Gulo
Kaikatsishvili, the last one dedicated the verse of condolence to the poets death.

The great poet left big traits with his dedicated speeches and graceful pen in
terms of Patriotic affair such as rebuilding and getting independence for Adjara.
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