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VAKHTANG TEVDORADZE
HIKMET IN THE POETRY OF AS-SAMAVALI

Despite the fact that before Islam in Arabia paganism was towering, two
prime monotheistic religion (Judaism and Christianity) still invaded the peninsula and
made great cultural influence on Jahili period and on the matter of emerging Islam as
well, but in Quran more attention is given to Judaism than Christianity.

Before [slam period in the north of Mecca there were numerous tribes loyal to
Judaism, after Muhammad became the leader of Muslim Mecca, the idea that he had
quite good and tight relations with above mentioned tribes seems really reasonable.
We see from this that at the initial stage of emerge and development of Arabic culture,
Jews had already been living on peninsula.

Arabic-Jewish works of literature are almost the similar to pure Arabic. Most
remarkable is the fiction literature of As-Samavali, his approaches and honesty towards
words, phrases of wisdom, where the poet talks about birth, death and which is
most interesting - about judgment day.

Here influence of Judaism is evident, in particular of “aggada™(means narration
in Aramaic language). (Part of talmudical literature, important field, the aim of which
is reviewing Biblical viewpoints and approaches, and it was verbally narrated as the
whole poetry before Islam).

Poet expresses his idea about life and its ruthlessness, talks about a person
with his whole heart, humanity, his awareness. He knows positive qualities of a
person, particularly braveness, appreciates heroes and warriors, paints the ruthless
pictures of life.

Poetry of As-Samavali is one of the light points to assert the idea which highlights
the issue, such as Jewish influence on Arabic poetry before Islam. But here it needs
to be researched which poem or beit is falsified.
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