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MERABKEZEVADZE
MAIN STREETS OF JEW SETTLEMENTS IN XIX CENTURY

In XIX new stage of rebuilding began in Kutaisi. Intensive development of
benches and process of settling in districts with flat landscape became measurable
from 1930s. One of the important place of new “down” city became so called “Jewish
settlement-district”.

Jews become noticeable from XVII century in village Mtsvanekvavila, near
Kutaisi.

Vakhushti Batonishvili is first who mentions Jews in the city, he writes that
the settlers of Kutaisi are: “people from Imereti, Armenia, Uriah traders™.

In 20s of XIX century , according to French traveler Gamba, almost half of
Kutaisi population were the Jews living here.

Jewish settlement in Kutaisi with the title “Jew district” is denoted on the plan
made by Diubua de Monpere in 1833 and it combines present day New Port street,
the last part, beginning parts of Gaponovi and Azerbaijani streets and Jerusalem
street.

Compact settlements of Jews were prominently noticeable on Gelati (then
Shaumiani) street. On this street there were synagogues and school for Jews.

Nowadays the street is named after Boris Gaponov, a person who transiated
“A man in the Panther’s skin” into Hebrew.

Thus XIX century Jews used to live in streets of Jews, Gelati, Gagarini,
Police. In other districts they usually had shops. For today we have three synagogues
left from “Jew district”: bid and small shrines, up e.g. Mtsvanekhvavila shrine.
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