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NESTAN KUTIVADZE

THE CONCEPT OF THE TENTH MAN IN GURAM
BATIASHVILI’S NOVEL “THE TENTH MAN”

In the Georgian literature of the 20th century the 60s is the boundary when a
now gencration appears on the arena and begins to set significant trends because of
which an extremely interesting literary process starts to develop. Despite the false
signs of warming of the era the Soviet system still remains to be powerful and
considers literature to be a firm advocate of its own interests. Through actualization,
encryption of certain topics, that has been a time-tested method, literature reflects,
criticizes the epoch and often serves it, but still steadily remains loyal to the eternal
values.

In this period a writer, playwright, essayist Guram Batiashvili starts his creative
work. His creative success along with other works is conditioned undoubtedly by
his novels. The novel “The Tenth Man” should be highlighted. It reflects the social
and political situation in Georgia in the first quarter and the last decade of the 20th
century. It also raises some ethical problems characteristic of the epoch that different
generations of Jews had to face. The essence of heing the tenth man follows the
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difficult path of duties and responsibilities and represents a true value, constant
reference point, which teaches every person how to find his mission in this world,
how to become a man his own country needs. The artistic concept of the tenth man
implies the conviction, the commitment to social work, inner readiness to serve
your people, to bear the responsibility towards your countrymen.

Guram Batiashvili’s novel is conceptual by its nature and is characterized by
the depth of artistic processing and originality of the theme, the rich arsenal of
artistic interpretation and it should be considered to be not only one of the most
unique and interesting parts of the author’s creativity but of the Georgian prose as

well.
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