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NORA NIKOLADZE-LOMSIANIDZE

JEWISH IN GEORGIAN HISTORICAL AND THEOLOGICAL WRITINGS
(According to “Jewish theme in Georgian writings”-by Avtandil Nokoleishvili)

PHD Professor, Avtandil Nikoleishvili contributed to a special study of Georgian
and Georgian Jews many centuries , neighbourly and friendly co-existence.

In 2008, he published an extensive monograph, which covers the Jewish
theme in as old as XIX and XX century’s Georgian literature.

Now we discuss “Jewish question in Georgian historical and theological
writings™. Foreword of the book Avtandil Nokoleishvili mentions that Georgian
historical and theological literature preserved a number of important documentary
material about the Jews entry and establishment. According to this, the most important
moments of this country’s long history can be considered in general aspects.
A Nikoleishvili recalls “Mogqsevai Qartlisai”, historic chronicls by Leonti Mroveli,
Vakhushti Batonishvili’s notes,E. Mamistvalishvili’s notes and according to this it’s
approved that at first the Jews settled to Georgia in VI AD and they lived friendly
with Georgians.

The writer emphasizes the mutual respect of these two people’s religion and
churches and monasteries.

Scientist-researcher A. Nikoleishvili provides information about famous
Georgian writers being interested about Jews in the first part of XVIII and XIX
centuries. These writers were: Timote Gabashvili, (“Mimosvla”), loane Batonishvili
(“Khumarstsavla”), George Avalishvili (“Mgzavoba”). A. Nikoleishvili reviews their
work and concludes that they have a great importance in the study of Jewish peoplc’s
history, religion and lives.

We consider that the book written by A. Nikoleishvili is precondition of
continuing Georgian and Jewish people’s further neighbourly and friendly co-
existence.
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