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JEWS IN IRAN

Jews live Iran since VIII BC. After the rebellion of Jews (Assyrians conquered
Israeli in 721 BC and Judea in 683 BC) they became scattered across the world.
Before Islamic revolution the amount of Jews in Iran used to reach 80 thousand.
Nowadays their number is more than 25 thousand. For marking the Jewish population
they use term “Iranian Jews”, which was often used in terms Jews living in Afghanistan
and Bukhari (Uzbekistan). In XVIII century Jews living in Iran, Afghanistan, and
middle Asia Jews actually belonged to the same community, which began to split
from the second part of XVIII century. Due to number of political occasions
connection between the Jews living at those places gradually became week.

Jews talk on the dialect - Jidi, which is the mixture of Persian, Aramaic and
Hebrew and on Hebrew. In Iran you will meet Jewish communities in Tehran, Isfahan,
Shiraz, Yerdi, Kerman, Mashhad, etc.

Iranian Jews used to live not only in Iran, but in Israel, USA, Australia. Total
amount of Iranian Jews reaches up to 350 thousand. Social and political condition of
Iranian Jews used to change during centuries according to political orientation of
Iran and personal wishes of its rulers.

In modern Iran ethnic Jews have no right to hold high military posts. Though
they have the right to travel in Israel - in antagonist country. Iranian Jews have one

representative in Iran’s Majlis.
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