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MANANA GVISHIANI
GENERAL ASPECTS OF NAGUIB MAHFOUZ’S WORKS

Naguib Mahfouz published 34 novels, over 350 short stories, dozens of
movie scripts and five plays over a 70-year career . Possibly his most famous work
, The Cairo Trilogy, depicts the lives of three generations of different families in
Cairo from World War I until after the 1952 military coup that overthrew King
Farouk . Most of Mahfouz’s early works were set in Cairo .Abath Al-Aqdar (Mockery
of the Fates) (1939), Radopis (1943), and KifahTibah (The Struggle of Thebes )
(1944), were historical novels, written as part of a larger unfulfilled project of 30
novels Mahfouz’s proze is characterized by the blunt expression of his ideas. His
written works covered a broad range of topics . In his works, he described the
development of his country in the 20™ century and combined intellectual and cultural
influences from East and West. His own exposure to the literature of non — Egyptian
culture began in his youth with the enthusiastic consumption of Western detective
stories , Russian classics, and such modernist writes as Marcel Proust, Franz Kafka
and JemesJoice. Mahfouz’s stories are almost always set in the heavily populated
urban quarters of Cairo, where his characters , mostly ordinary people, try to cope
with the modernization of society and the temptations of Western values.

Mahfouz’s central work in the 1950s was the Cairo Trilogy , which he
completed before the July Revolution . The novels were titled with the street
names Palace Walk, Palace of Desire, and Sugar Street. Mahfouz set the story in the
parts of Cairo where he grew up.

In the 1960s , Mahfouz further developed the theme that humanity is moving
further away from God in his existentialist novels .Naguib Mahfouz completed his
allegorical novel ,*’the Children of the Alley” , in 1959.The book marked an abrupt
stylistic and thematic departure from the earlier novels; Al Azhar, the ancient Islamic
mosque and university in Egypt, judged it to be heretical and promptly banned it.
Thereafter, Mr. Mahfouz returned to his subject of contemporary Egyptian life and
its relation to eternal existential questions, going on to publish some 30-odd additional
books without incident. “Children of the Alley” was all but forgotten by the world
until 1988, when he received the Nobel Prize in Literature.
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