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RUSUDAN MIKAUTADZE, MANUCHAR MATARADZE

PERSPECTIVES OF USAGE AND DEVELOPMENT OF
IMERETI CULTURAL HERITAGE MONUMENTS AND
TOURISTIC-RECREATIONAL RESOURCES

Georgia and Imereti region in particular is rich with places for touristic
attraction. Its nature, variety of landscapes, rivers, caves, reservations, unique mineral
waters, benevolence of cultural monuments - offer tourists a unique chance to relax
in this part of the country during the whole year. Besides, tourists are able to visit
here absolutely unique monuments of cultural heritage, national cuisine, places for
horse riding, canoeing, hunting and fishing. In this respect valleys of Rioni, Tskaltsitela,
Khanistsyali, Tskhenistskali are second to none.

Touristic potential of Imereti valley is still partly used, for forming quality
conditions for foreign tourists and locals to relax planning tourism and working out
of stable development policy are in need.

In terms of developing inner tourism and international tourism, stimulating the
country tourism, agro-tourism, wine and Georgian cuisine tourism is important. In
this respect service programs are formed for introducing rich traditions and folk-
lore of Imereti, ratcha-letchkhumi, Svaneti, Samegrelo.

Stimulating inner and outer tourism will be a support for economic growth
and developing touristic potential of the region. Local population as a rule have small
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income and have less economic perspectives, while tourism might become serious
alternative for them. In most cases local population has important practical knowledge
of their region, passed from previous generations ( culture, tradition, flora, fauna),
which must be very attractive for tourists.

During last period touristic interest in cultural heritage has significantly
increased, which became an important economic resource. In case of eight
management it can make working places, attract foreign capital, improve local
infrastructure and support mutual understanding among people, as tourism of cultural
heritage is the most increasing segment for tourism industry.

The amount of monuments and sacred places conveying the values of historical
past and religious meaning of the country and their importance givers us the hope
that, in case of right cultural policy, which means forming and managing the prolong
strategy of religious tourism development, country will manage to establish its title
as one of the most important Christian and orthodox centers of the world touristic
market.

Cultural tourism has the irreplaceable effect for people enabling them to have
direct contact with cultural values. It also contributes for developing endogenic
potential, supports for distinctiveness of the city/region and emerging unique chance
for selling on market, also connecting the businesses of locals and manufacturers
and consequently emerging the chances for business contacts and opportunities.
Importance of cultural tourism is characterized with several components, besides
economic and social benefits it makes the cultural identification of the country,
supports maintaining and propaganda of cultural heritage, forming mutual
understanding and harmony among people.

Development of tourism has pivotal importance for Georgia, not only in terms
of social-economic point of views, but for popularization of history of the state and
the nation, rich cultural heritage and long established, time honored traditions of
Georgian people through the world.



	CEL_7_Страница_233
	CEL_7_Страница_235
	CEL_7_Страница_236
	CEL_7_Страница_237
	CEL_7_Страница_238
	CEL_7_Страница_239
	CEL_7_Страница_240
	234.pdf
	DSC01671_2L


