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ZEINAB SARIA

AKAKI IN SAMEGRELO

Great Georgian writer of XIX century, Akaki Tsereteli, set an example of
what stance a public figure should have regarding ancient corners of the country, by
his life and his work. He was very tightly connected to Samegrelo, which he was
visiting quite often. The younger sister of his was married in Samegrelo, in Djvari to
Alexander (Vamekh) Dadiani. His nephew Aneta was married to Jansugh Dadeshqeliani,
governor of Kutaisi. Akaki went to the villages of Samegrelo explaining to people one
by one that this policy would have destructive effect on the unity of Georgia.

Akaki also had connection with Iona Meunargia (publicist, biographer,
“Georgian Plutarch” as academician Simon Janashia named him) in Samegrelo.

At a time when Russia was trying to cripple the unity of Georgia by its influence
and separate ancient corners of Georgia from it, people demanded that in schools of
Samegrelo teaching were executed in Megrelian language. Akaki was exchanging
letters with Iona, was a friend of his family and a frequent guest.

On the opening ceremony of Megrelian nobility school Akaki delivered a historic
speech. Nowadays, the No.1 public school in Zugdidi bears his name.

In 1912, May 7 the archive-library by his name was opened. Akaki himself
attended the event. Today, Zugdidi has a city municipal library which bears Akaki’s
name.

Akaki was a man fighting for unity of his country and was very compassionate
for this idea defending it around all corners of Georgia.
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