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ISSUES OF HISTORICAL DEMOGRAPHY OF THE TERRITORY
SETTLED BY ETHICAL GEORGIANS IN THE MARBLE SEA REGION
IN THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY

In 1878 after Russia-Turkey war Georgians who became Moslems in Adjara
stardet to leave with families and left the lands of their ancestors, homes, properties.
They used primarily ships for migration, but there many cases of using cartloads as
the means of transportation. Not only Adjara was abandoned, but also the region of
Artvini, valleys of Murguli and Borchkha Maradidi.

Georgian Muhajirs were given two big regions to settle in Turkey, these are
the coasts of the Marble Sea and coast of the South Black Sea. Exiled chose the
places which incredibly resembled their home lands in terms of high and low lands,
flora and fauna, forests, rivers.

Demographic conditions are almost the same in places settled by Georgians.
If in older generations family had five and in some cases more children as a rule, in
young generations this trend is not retained. Couple tries to have no more than one or
two children, which they explain by the fact that life changed significantly and bring
up of children, theor education and marriage demand large material resources, and in
older times when they followed agriculture and cattle-breading more workers were
in need.

Also it’s interesting fact that large part of youngsters are gathered in industrial
centers and search for work in big cities, all of these are connected with large scales
of urbanization which is followed by migrating ethnical Georgians from villages and
losing contact at some extent from Georgian surroundings.

Data about representatives of different ethnos is hard to find in Turkey for
certain objective reasons, so numbers which might show the amount of Georgians
are not precise, but according to certain ideas it’s possible to make conclusions

which are close to reality.
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