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ABSTRACT

The engagement of a bride and groom is the initial stage of the wedding, which
plays a key role in the marriage of the couple.

The engagement, like a family life event, had an important place both in the
Adjarian folk works and in Georgian poetry.

Engagement of the infants in a cradle was a widely spread method of engagement
and this tradition is still part of the current lifestyle particularly in the population of
the mountainous regions of Georgia. In Adjara and

Meskhet-Javakheti region this tradition was famous as ,,Beshikiardma®; in the
Samegrelo region, it was known as an ,,Ontsesh Ikodgumad® and in Pshavi it was
known as a ,,wedding during pregnancy.*

The arranged marriage was the most widely spread method of engagement in
Adjara. Mostly, the parents used to settle the faith of their children. Besides parents,
the uncle (mother’s brother) was the second responsible person to arrange a marriage.
The scientific literature also includes information about the duties and responsibilities
of the uncle that can be evaluated as a survival from the avunculate. Reportedly,
the avunculate took origin during the transition period from matriarchate to the
patriarchate. The signs of the avunculate are still identified in the verbal folklore of
Adjara.

Before the arranged marriage was established as a tradition, engagement was
the first stage of the marriage.

Each form of engagement carries the traces of various phases of the evolution.
The arranged engagement was widely spread in all regions of Georgia and each of
them had its particular peculiarities.



24 b. 0dmmady

15533960 Lo@yzgdo: 256003985, 5F5OMWO BMEIXMGO, 53395680 60d6MdY,
53563530, 60d6mdol Loddmermgdo.

Keywords: Arrange marriage; Adjarian folk; Engagement in Cradle; Avunculate; The
symbols of Engagement.

6036mds  Jmefool fobs 9305, MLoE obALIBOIMYO SEPOo
2306536 Hg30e0ol sgmmfiobgdol bsgdgdo.

Joefiobgds, GmAgmog Joewlbs s 303353l MOl LoBMYsEMYdM0Z0
480969800 0LEGHMMOESE F9300MBYIME YOHMN0IOHNMBSL FoGIMs©y9bos,
L5BMY9MIIOL 2563005MJIOL 3ZIEH3IZIE OG3OS S F0MIMEYDO.

5036mds, HMgm&§ LogmBoEbmzMgdm Bm3zergbs, 608369¢r™356 50l
0353008 OMIMOF 9FOYL FMEIWOO dJyErgddo, dlg3) BMYIWI,
JoO»39@0 bsebols 3mg@vye d9dmgdggdsdo.

LsfgbBggMEgdm 3mgBosbHg dlxgemds s Jobo 3Eslogm®mo Bodbgdol
3969Bobol Bz9690s 56 608bsgl MHMIMFTMeo B3gmMegdgdol doEmEbamgdsl
b 9smo 50y gbol 3IL. doModom, s3x35M0 33eg35-d0gd0m bsmgero
9806905 350> [o®IMIsgmdl LogMHmm-Lsbogbm 3MwEMGOl BMElsh
90ms (Bogmgsbo 1975: 483).

5335600 @5 d30Mgfiermgabos ©sb0dzbs Ho®mImoagbos 60dbmdol
15305m@  393ME3gEgdMe  Lobgl, Mmdgwos 8gdmeBs  LagsGmggenmls,
396Ls3MMMgdom  dool, ymxzgom Lobsdgowgl. 030  LsymzgEmsME
0533300009090  GHMIEOE0S YMGBowrs M5 Fbmeem  Lagds®mggermdo,
505990 LENE0sE 39335B00L bogmbgddo. sFstls s glibgom-xsg5bgmdo
020 ,0980J056MEAN“ Lobgwom ogm 3bmdowo, bsdgadMgemdo oyogg figbo
»016(98 03m©amds“ 0bligbogds, bmeom gdsgzwgddo ,,0MEWs© odmefobgds*
b3mEB0sm (Babgero 1990: 11).

5335600 60360l  BHGOEOE0sDY, GMYMOE  Bmys3Ie335BOME
dm3egbsby, 30335603690l bsGmmo gdmbiogs. Mmym®3 @Ggdudowsb BsbU,
Bodangdol gdotmo Lmbesbo 933563039 gmmzows ©sbodbmeo dBol slwmen
53060bbY: ,bmI 030, LebiEsb, GMAd dgbl Lsgmemg 933560039 36Ty
dbob sbryemo s30MMbo*, - gmdbgds 0530l o7l Lsbsms (odMoBody 1966: 67).

Bodbmdols yzgmsby 993MEI PO BMMTs  5FMSTo  J9M0d9d0m
603bmds oygm. Joem-gsgols dgol g9sdfY39Bbo doMomss dFdmdrgdo
04369b. 535L056, My sbols Jsdob LoGYgzol Yggursbg MBGM dg@o §mbs 3Jmbs.
L50b6GHYMGLMS 0dol  5Eb0dzbsE, MM  Jogw-35g0L  JmEfobgdol Lszombol
0m356905d0 56bs3egdo fi3eomo dg3dmbs 9ol d0dsls. sFoM¥ero

bogbmGo @gdlo, GMmIgwog Jomms bsol MMl LOYMEIdMEs ©s
»9OEG00L 6oL LabgEomss 36MdOO, 53 FMLEBOYIOL ETLEHVIMYD

9e0d:



608bmds o gohnggds o§odrm dmghnd gomimmbdo 25

»HIOG0ET bgeo ©sdows
boOGosloEgbgeds,
000565 56 godsmbuyeys
30LgMAMLsGYbgdo®.

5emgdusbomg  Aboemsdol  sBMom, gdlo  asdmboBegl  dggem-
053050 dsGHol MmMoboger B3zgryegdsl, GmIols dobgpgom bsmgbam®o
3539060 3005L 5 OL{«enl InMHOL MBGM 3303 300G 5355 s 930l
dmGOL. 03039 30005MYBs 0300bgds 9gdudo, MmIgedos XowWGHo dodom
3965(199690meo 350 53dMBL:

»0530 2m9@ol bsgofjo,
dgbo gdbom ©s30f)30.
00dse 56 dogm®foagdl,
bsbeno 39, 56 3030%.

©JEOm d0dol Gro Y39 MIWoIROsE BBL 00 TGgdombggzsdo,
mEs Jogol F3mdergdo 3950535¢l g5s0HY39@) 30MMdsL 3gM s5deng39b, vy
30dsls3 56 IMgmsmMdoMBYb Jogmols asmbmggdol dglisbgd. sdo@ma gsgol 8sds
9995053s© bdo®mo@ Lmemgo Jogrol d0dsl 0MmBg3l s Lsgddgy SE30Ms©
3350905 (Absersdg 1969: 37-38).

3000l 5033500 MBEIGdS-0MZoergmds  LsFgEboghm  WoGHIMSGHMEMmSTo
539563mes@ol 39dmbsdoms 3ol doBbymmo. 53563ms@o 30, BrmymMs
3Bmdowos, FoG®05MIsBH0b  35GM0sModbg @oMTazse  LaggbmMH by
§960m003s (KocBer 1948: Nel).

53563m@s@0 ©sLiGHIMEYds dmorergmol, Bdsgol, bgzol, blsbgmol s,
bsgMom, 39339L00L Lbgs bogrboms gmezsdo (Fymbos 1955: 92 ). s8 3mobgos
B 3em®do dolo 33560 56 BB, Jsad Lomsbsme dgdm®mBgboms sFscol
B9306L0GHY309MHgdsd0.

Jowol dmdergdol Holigams TogMo 535580 MIZIdJEO 0gm
bdoM5 YOO 30dd 353MIPS MBOMLMBSL Jogrol Loberosb godmyzs60sb
3570 Lsberdo Jm®fools sd0s36M9853@Y.

L535E MA@ 049 bslodml JgMBggoLsls 30153560 gMmIE®IDS JJ39M©S
bogsdsbgls, Tglobgsmdsl, LobEol-bsdMUL, Imlsgdgmdsl, ag3560az30amMBLS
05 bgs 39000 1M309890L. sFsGM¥er gdligddo Fobs 3emsbbgs Fodmfgmero
LobolL-bsdMlo s 39O dmMdOYdS:

»050 3065 090 Jomsdo,
g0l LogMosms,
500 3065 850 Jogro,
XML LobMosgrms*
(Bbbsgnsdg 1969: 39 ).

ool LogsdsBgl sfig®l Igatyemo bsebw®mo ggdlo:

Lobg Lggsdo 5850 Lioby
bobg bdzs90, 396EMGYs, bsbg sdsbo (s) Jmmxs,

20096005, 3083 Mo, 20096 2033l 0ds,



26 b. vdmmady

356000 by am306MHgw 33 3500300 3583MMBJ360¢Ls,
LoM0bMBoI o) byds, LBoMObMBOL 5g3L b,
35mBbs-fyst 3oedsbsdo 35MBbo fysedo 35emTsbols
30099 Lodstxg, J03MOHMOBY, 39J3L Lot (s) dodMbMo,
dglol 35600 39O 33 dsobob yoxm@BJzbog 356l
%37 Bgobo 0bmyxobs. bxedos dgbo dgbgwgzs

(bsdwdos 1971: 30).

1053900 bgs3ws s bgsgli Josewols 0gsmls LogsdaBglomsh gMomsw
BbgmdMmo3g Lofjdobogdo, 3s¢omlibgdsdo:

»49b5 93650 b mdl LsdoEo
659056-F56Fb05bLS,
Jogo gmbxo Lxmdls asdsbls,
F06056-53Mb0osbLS*
(3999-130539a0s 1956: 95).
b53Mbm  oBsBD Joel oligg gmbxl, TogMsd b6sdmLosh gEs3s3L
50X md0bgdl 3ds3gemo.

WsBMMO  Iboergdol  dobggzom, ULsgmeols  IOHMIolmbatosbmdols

§960mBgbs bogdms byggang bsddscmgdols EGMU.
» M0 Bo®T>309, d53ML 9gdgds,
boogolsmgol 30 3o3gbwgdo,
Dm0 3536Gxg 5MH0L s (393393L dOBY.
56 257B9MHYds B3MT>3IOL 339MBY*
(029bgogmsgs 1972: 116).
bsgmemol dgMBg3ol gl 3M063030 sdsbsliosmgdgmo oygm domgero
LsgdoMmzgmbsmgzol, Gmdgmog ©sLEGHWIMEIds 59030 BMEIIEMOHYIO
A9JuBoom.  s0L560365305, GMI oo ©sBboTEMWsE Tbmrme LsEodbol
35053900 990093 0m3gds.  Jowol  sLvbodb  LEdmoErgdo 30
L5BMYoMYO0L 49630560900l 30033979 LagggbmGDg Lbgoslibgs Lsgsbo
399moygbgdmo.

3590l 8096 Jogrolsmzol goaBsgbogr Lsbodbem bogmgddo 933wg3s6mbo
359mygmEBgb oMmgdMEgdoLs s 3033970 Loddmerml 999339¢ 6ogmYdLS
5 LsgBgdL. gBm-gGm Sgom Loddme® Lsgbos 35dw0s JoBBYMEO:

»50250500 359¢0 dJmbeos,
0996396 99000mI0gz50s,
39 001 3390 z5M S BbZS 40Y4z35ML,
}9L30E 59MmY0z561s*
(Abbogrsdg 1969: 39).

5356500 15305Mm© 3Mm3sMYmos. 53 gdbol Lbgs 350056¢0 5g3L
350396 3BH9GH0dz30U:

»3oLMbMZIM0 Jsewo 356,
Bgbg 56 do3069ds,
535D 803gol MM dg3bgsg,



603bmds o gotnggds s§amm dmghnd gommmbdo 27

370 530GH0MEOYdS.
15059530 3530 dJmbeos,

396396 9900mI0gz5M>,
0¥ 396 Bgdo 56 3obgdo,
19303 59Mm03z56s*

(3mG9@0dz0mo 1961: 253).

5b:
»303Mbs Foomgeo 359eo bgmdo 396 535090069,
ba8o ©wg-s99 3953050, 3900 396 333500B0bg"”
(900359300 1964: 150).

Hmam®3 Bsbl, 3590l smgdEMds MOl AsdMTbOGHZgE0 gmBos.

5do@m0 533mdL 3530 LY FMErFY39G0w0:
»J5e0d5 3590 99359 BHYmEB3s,
50MmoMM Md0Y6s,
Bgdgryemaco dgobaby,
56 250000300M 3900
(»039M05“ 1889, Ne 275).

3590 60d6mdoL LoddmmmE IMHs35¢ boewbdos 3bmdogo.

5390380 sMLgdMEo Fgbol dobgzom, sBoTbME Jsawl Zsgolomgzgol
wbs 9993bo36s  LsBmdoto. Lobmd@gddo fobsz Tgomes. bombn®
@9dugddo obol bligbgds 0dol 30dsbodbgdgmos, MM 370 Joewls bgemls
Lboobmgl:

»09b5630 (3930 35609,
BIOO 53005 ggergddo.
3™am3, fobwgdo 30do3ws,
2965335 gd0 bgergddo.
d9m69 ©9dudo 30 LYOZOO 30MPI30M MO 5dMTzsg69dEO:
»3M303, 960 Hgero §dobs,
dmdogdumgg FOgero fobgos.
1gbbg dogmash Bozds dobgs,
9960 0530 30agrs0 Jobgoo*
(Bbognsdg 1969: 40-41).
g4Msmgds  330bs  gogsdsbgzomm  mdggmgl  Lsgm®fogrem  §qb-
B39 gdsby, HMIgEbsg 0F56580 ,60856mmds“ 3300 ©s HMIEOL SOLOJ
099009300 AyMIoMgmdl: ©s60dgbols s ,omEOlL  gs339mol” 89092,
G3s Lsbodm-Lo3sEHMAML Jm®Fobgds M339 39BMMTYIMEO 0gm, Lsliodml
3990¢m, Jm®fowsdg 93wm Bads@oMaAgmbisl s Fsbmsb Fmerddmhero
9OHNOJOHNMBS ©59IYs@gdobo.

50 B39gemgdsd mogolo sdmbdorMgds 33m3s fymdowlio@ygzsmdsdo:

»0905000 O3 Eo®Ts*, ,OIPITMOM, EIPIM“ s LBbZs. BsdmmzEoEo

@9dugdo F9sMgdom a3056gEos. B3gmMgds MEI3ME MBOHM d3gMOs,
oyobsg 93 gdugddo 6sB3gbgdos  LsGoMmem-omdmGmolGrmo  Gmbo.



28 b. odymodg

05308 OMBY ,60856Mds* 356mbBMTogH Tmzwgbs 0mMZEgdM®s ©s
L535M3Eb306Mm© 56330l F0sBbEs. ImgobImm GHaduGo:
Q©ITNOEIM, OJOIM:
»009005300M, YEIM,
096 59mgd@s gbsm,
dgbo 8030 Bgdmsb sol,
996996 30bgs bgdom.
099 56 dmIg Bgdom,
39 M5 Igbom3zmgdom,
dgbo 9300 oBogzeny,
Jwggo 3o09hbgdom®
(0650830em0 1969: 89).
A9Judo »3sembsmerog BBl 0mdmGolEB o Gmbo. Bodsbermdols
B39M@9ds Logdos®mggumml vdggmgl 3mmbgdo - 853dgm8og sOLYdWs. 5J
903963 ,,00085MMdL“ Y gdbYb.
0006m®5x0Mwo  wo@ MsGMoEsh 06033935, @I  blgbgdmwmo
B39116905 9P ML MEbm 56 ogm bbgs 3Mmbggdolsmzolsgs.
owos 3ymbosl 3bmdom, s0bodbmeo Bggmegds Logs@mggwmls ds®do
099529900 Jo®onedoi OLYdS (Fymbos 1955: 146).
5356580 ,60856¢MBOL* gM-gMm FobsdoMMds ,o0EOL® 3533905 Ogm.
0¥ 50O 353390000 56 0gm, 60Fsbemds3 Y3370 oym doBbymeo.
09 bobm3zosl 5g3l aobLsBOzmMEo soEol sGLo. Frme-Jdmmdols
3060000 Jo0ow0, Losi FB0YZ0s PsdMbMbBMEO (Lobmzos 1950: 189).
bobodml  OLEbEgdsls Jogmol Lsberdo JmGfomsdpg LsdggbogHm
@OoBIMOGHMM530  EOLEPMISH EILIbEGdsLs Mmgdgb (Kocserm 1953:
111). sem. Abognsdgl 5FsGMEo ,60856Mds“ OLEMIsEMGO EILabEgdol
29003653 gusbgds.
Jo6039006 GMIms 3mg@ e Begmzwmedo 3609369¢m3560 s0mo
1306536 53O gdlgdls s Lodmg®gdls, HMdwgdos BmyswJstmneo

R 3en®ol d99s09bgwo bafoos.
50009650, 65036MdOL M0MMIME0 Lsby LEBMY>EMYPIOL A5630maMYdOL

bbgoolbgs  Loggbm@mol 565893l 5GHMYOL.  LogoMmgzggerml  gggems
3mbolmzols ©sdsbaliosmgdgwro ogm 30038000 6odbmdols sGlsgdmds,
65 gds Mbs, 3MMbyMo Mg0LgdMMYdYOOL gomzswolfjobgdom, dsyMsd
9000603369mgbs  dg0degds 0mdzol, ®Gmd Joeol My sbodzomdL,
©9gEol  ImGoem  dbstgl, Jogolb ULomysbem bsgddggddo ombESEJOL,
B0Bo3ME LowsdsBgl, mpsbols gMHmYMEgdsl ggzgms Jmobgdo gggmes
496500705

BOEIeOMo  dsbows  gbBosbgds gombmy®megomw  gmysdo
LGOI ME  Ms0@Sg  Fob-Bl39mmemgdsl, GmAwomsy 3939609 Yds
Jooomzggmo  3s3gol Fobogsbo Lsdys®m. qlss dMAmEOL, gsbz005MgdoL,
3965590, {oblgwol gMmosbo xs330.



603bmds o gotnggds s§amm dmghd gommmbdo 29

393mgg6908o @oB B IO ©s figsBeagdo

3%06M0BR0dg 1966: J3080Logsb dmdoo Fodwy30, Bomms gdmlo. 930Bm©gdo
3950B05 5 35000MdgsGmvEs 856053 5dM0BR0IYA.00d0oLO, 1966.
3595-80539es 1956: 3555-1385390md, MbBemgdsbo, @. VIL. mdogrolo, 1956.
0560535 1972: sbomsgs b., WsHMMO bswby®o 3mgbos. dsmndo,
1972.

039005 1889: gsbgmo ,039M05". Bgowolo, 1889, Ne275.

0650830¢00 1969: 53560L bogbto 3mgbos. s. 06508300l MHgEsgo0ms ©s
dgLsgoo fgdowom, §. L. mdorobo, 1969.

30393083060 1961: 3m3gEBH0d30¢0 3., bsenbwyy®o 3:mgBos. mdogrolio, 1961.
Abbogmsdg 1969: Abboemsdg sen., s3sMols Lomxsbm bsfgliBggmwgdm 3mgbos.
d500mdo, 1969.

bsdm3os 1971: LsdMBos 3., Jo@ormmo bowbm®o 3mgbool  Jsbogrgdo.
odogobo, 1971.

bsbmzos 1950: Lobmzos ., IMyHsMGMIB0, FMM0s-5F5M5-LodOBogsEm-
553b5Hgm0. MdoEobo, 1950.

003593000 1964: 1930353300 3., bsewbey®o Lo@Byz096M9ds, @. IL. 0d., 1964.
Bogmgsbo 1975: Bogmgsbo 0., Joerorvamo bsebey®mo boGyzogmgdol obGmemos,
fogbo 3o6zgeo. mdogrolo, 1975.

Boabgmo 1990: Bmbgemo L., JoGommo §gb-B3gmmgdgdo ©s 3mgEmeo
R3O0, 030EoLo, 1990.

Fgmbos 1955: 3gmbos 0., Jeu@fiobgdols 0bbEBoE MG dmomEgmdo. mdogolo,
1955.

Kocsen 1948: Kocsen M., ABamkyiar, ,,CaBeTckas stHorpadms”. Mocksa, 1948,
Nel.

Kocgen 1953: Kocser M., Ouepku uctoprn nepBoOBITHOH Ky aIbTypbl. MockBa, 1953.




