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ABSTRACT

The epigraphic monuments of Kakheti are distinguished in the Georgian
Lapidarium, including the inscriptions of Gremi, Khirsa, Ikalto, Akura,
Ninotsminda and others. The epigraphy of Kakheti was studied by M. Brose,
E.Taqaishvili, Pl. Ioseliani, A. Khakhanashvili, G. Chubinashvili, A. Shanidze,
T.Barnaveli and others.

Our goal is to study the inscriptions of Kakheti from the palaeographic-
linguistic aspect. For this purpose, we mainly use the material given in the ,Corpus
of Georgian Inscriptions“ Volume I (compiled by N. Shoshiashvili, 1980), as well
as the internet resources.

It is known that in Georgia, in addition to Georgian inscriptions, there are
ancient Greek, Aramaic, Hebrew, Syriac, Armenian, Arabic, Turkish, Persian
and other inscriptions both monolingual and bilingual. There is also a trilingual
(Georgian, Persian, Armenian) inscription Trilingua (Gremi) and inscriptions in
four languages Tetralingua (Gareji, 1352), which is very rare, preserved in Kakheti.

In the paper we discuss the inscriptions (IX-XI centuries) preserved in Iqalto
Monastery Complex (Telavi), Khirsi Fathers’ Monastery (VI century, Sighnaghi),
Mamadaviti (Davit Garejeli) Monastery, Ninotsminda (Sagarejo), that are made in
three types of Georgian alphabet: Asomtavruli, Nuskhuri, Mkhedruli. Transient
types from Asomtavruli to Nuskhuri can also be found, Asomtavruli-mingled
Nuskhuri.
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The language of inscriptions is mainly within the norms of the old Georgian
language, but there are also some changes. For example: 1) Different cases of
descendingdiphthong disorder, containing -a (iota): a) @ is missing: The vowel-
based noun dgmds mepoba (to reign) is unmarked in nominative case, it is
without @: ...998M85 (0MLO) MgMBOLO... mepoba gh(iris) Leonisi (Khirsi Fathers’
Monastery)... b) there is excessive amount of -@, it is written instead of -i in the
possessive pronoun dgbe shene (your) in the nominative case: ...5058965 [fdose]
9bg Logo[s®o] 8gba ... aghashena [tsmidac] ese saqd[ari] shna (ibid)... ¢) o-is
added to a proper noun in nominative case. For example, the anthroponym 3sgose
Katsiaa (or 3sgoe Katsao: Z. Sarjveladze — author): §(Gob®)g 3(gofigsem)g 3(5)
g(09)a... K(rist)e sh(eitsqal)e k(a)ts(ia)e (Inscription of Ninotsminda temple, X-XI
centuries)... 2) The 5¢- (agh) verb prefix is simplified, s- (a)-is used instead of it
in the verb 5385609: gy x5G0 39, Js6B6, 53856007 bogrmEzgEs BYBS...
ese juari me, Marzun, avmarte salocvelad chemda... (David-Gareji Baptist Church)
and others.

Although the epigraphic monuments of Kakheti are damaged, not fully
readable and it is difficult to obtain detailed information about the palaeographic
and linguistic features of the relevant period, its data is important for studying the
history of Georgian spiritual and material culture, language and script.
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503mbs3ergo s LodbMgm LgsGmggame (V-X bls.)“ (1980).
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©53obolosmYBgmo  gmMIgRo, GMIWIBog  BolsbBomgdos  gmabowo
890939 gdolmgol  EsTobalinsmgdIo  06Mm3zs30980m. gb ol  3gHmomEos
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b5396gms bmMdgdo (Lowobsdg 2017: 294). Bzgbo F0Bsbos, 0 gomsMgdols
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09)OJM@0, L35OLIO s bbg. HMaM®E dmbmnmobygzm®o, ol dowobyzm®o
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s dggboMgo 360bo dglsfioMmago glig Lsdo 39s8ewo 3330, ghmo foligzowo,
9600 3965b0 5 MM0 Jmdagdo, LsblGs Lrmeols Bgdols. MsdsbEs sesdols
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095¢rmmdo 9g8mbsbuyemos x3Mol s6ds0Egdomo Fomfgcs, HmIgebsg
sm3M0Mgdgb IX-X bom3zmbggdom. oo  dguemergdmmos  bolbmMoom,
Jo65309@05, M3 godmbsGNIE0s MM M350m, MHMIgEos Bgdmsb sg3u
©3L3Eo MM LoEHY3L, 56v9 59MM056gAL MO boEygsl: X™JF FFRT Fooffgcs
3°808Mos s g 030mbgds: XTO JOH G — R(M9)B(0)  JA(ob)EgLo)
(3M3m0 1980: 311). AbsBE3MYE-LsBI3OMEobl fyzoedo dmigdmmo dgmeg
$9360 LBLESBEH0YIMO AoBPIOMIWOo MBS 0yml 3mlB3MBoEoIMO fymdols,
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Po009653. 0g0 LsobEHIMLMS OMYMOF 35¢gMMsBOYE0, 5939, 9JomdOHOZ0
3139dBHom. FoMfgMs 8mmsgLgdreos ¥3MOL oMEbgbs s Jstx 3965 BHMIdIOL
d39300 s IglieremgdmeEros SmBmsgmebstggo bmlbmGo Lsbgmdoom,
dsq0sb Moo sbmbodbgdom s dbgEs@ 5dMbs30mb0s, SEYO-5YO
0999090903 50L Ggdudob Fogombgs.

X3O0L Fozbgbs  RFGMOL 390 SOLYPWMo FoMfgMs  FmoEsgL s»
LEA®ogmbl: 1. Abd 2. salss 3. gogms 4. bsgzolLls 5. dbsamgm 6. dsbsgm 7. z0eo 8.
bsb[s] — g6 9. obs [50]9g896s 10. [l glig < gbg > 93ems.

Foefigms 3o8ogmHrwos sig: 99mbgdoms am3zsbgLs [ < & > @ [Bagobl(s)
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bobgerdo o BImgbol gsBgbsl, Bzgbo SBMOm, Fo6330MHMBYL  LoBL3GMEOL
2930300 FmMIs: acz336gLs ABsmgm|dslss.

0gsemomls bsddgbgdwm Ho®fjg®gddo asdmoygmas Bbgsalbgs Godols
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GmIgeos 39003m390w90d 3mzboggdomo Bo3gselisbgemom,
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3obLsBEgOHMmo  B5fgzMom gsmodgzol Fgdmbggzss: H(Bo)s glg < gby
> 93m(gbo)s;  GotfigMgddo  godmygbgdmemos  asbBlisbmaMmbsfiggmosbo
Lsbgog, 0539000, 3ME30Wo giy. s0lobodbsgzos, MMI  dmzgdme
A9du@do 890dBbg3s Fo®fgMol gl gdeol 35033970 BGHOWO. 535y
309100mg8L 3093 9H0 LsbgemEo LobEsads, AbsbEgMgE-LBE3MMEOL
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Log|mobszolsle|. fygowol ghm-ghmo Lsbgar®o ffgzto Lbog|msbsgols|a)
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Lobswols 3bozodseo@gdol Lmyg Godssbdo, Lombsmowsb 11 30-
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BoMLoL Jsdsms ImbsiGgmo: http://www.orthodoxy.ge/eklesiebi/khirsa/khirsa.
htm). bo®lol dmbslig@mol dmsgsto Lofdobwg ogm (jdobs 3oM39mdmfsdy
bGHIBBIL 693> Momo. @odmEgdom, gl Loffdobg of FmBILEHMOL
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00mJdol s1blbgeos dmbsbiB®ol LabgeHiemgds bo®Ls. sGLgdMdL Hsdbody
3mbsbegds: 1. BoMbs JogdEos LoGYzoLsysd ,0o®LO®, 2. dmbsbG®mol
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(BmOHoBMbBHICNGO gHMIdDY) 900l JoOmmo sbmdmsgzmviemo  Fo®fgmo.
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63 FoofgMsdo dmbligbogdmeo mbs ogml Jsbgmol dgxg 3goMozg I (893-
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