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TARIEL PUTKARADZE

ON THE MATTER OF SOUND COMPOSITION OF ORIGINAL LAN-
GUAGE SYSTEM OF SVANETIAN DIALECTS (WHICH PHONEMIC
STRUCTURE OF SVANETIAN DIALECT REPRESENTS THE COMPOSI-
TION OF ORIGINAL LANGUAGE SYSTEM OF SVANETIAN SPEECH?)

Common Kartvelian phonemic structure can be restored in the following
way:

Labials: *b, *p, *p; *d, *t, *t; *dz, *ts, *ts; *j, *ch, *tch; *g, *k, *k; *kh, *k;

Fraudulents: *z, *s; *j, *s; *r, *x; *h;

Sonors: *m, *n, *r, *1;

Sonants: *i/oi, *u/v;

Vowels: *a, *e, *o.

Presumably, common Kertvelian language existing between II-I centuries BC
is continued by archaic literary language of Georgia; its linear part is the modern
literary language. Kartvelian verbal speeches were developed in a close or distant
contact with Georgian literary language, the quality of their changes were defined by
the influence of the literary language frequency. We think that the domestic speech
of the lazi, Mengrelian, Imerkhevian, Meskhs, Kakhetians, Svans, Hers, Fkhovelians,
and others originate from the edge of B.C. and A.D.

Consolidation of the named Georgian communities take place in the state
founded by Kuji and Parnavaz; they are sophisticated by Georgian literary language
formed based on the common Kartvelian language. We can stipulate that it’s more
than 15 centuries the verbal Kartvelian idioms exist in parallel mode with the literary
language; accordingly, all the main Kartvelian sub-systems known for us are of
the same age; the changes are conditioned by immanent changes and by the
assimilations of different kind. The quality of immanent changes are
determined by the influence level of the literary language. The history of
Georgian language world can be graphically represented in the following way:
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Georgian literary language
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