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ABSTRACT

Metropolitan Ambrosi (Khelaia), a notable figure in the history of our country
and the esteemed leader of the Catholicos-Patriarchate, served as the Archbishop of
the Diocese of Tskhum-Abkhazia, where he dedi-cated himself to the spiritual and
religious interests of the nation and the flourishing Orthodox Church of Georgia. As
a wise clergyman and devoted patriot, Metropolitan Ambrosi actively engaged in
the affairs of the Georgian government and the ecclesiastical administration of the
Diocese of Tskhum-Abkhazia. His tenure played a crucial role in the promotion of
the principles and values upheld by the Georgian Orthodox Church and the national
identity of Georgia.

Metropolitan Ambrosi was a spiritual father to every faithful Christian, residing
within the jurisdiction of the Diocese of Tskhum-Abkhazia, which encompassed the
regions of Tskhum and Abkhazia. His influence extended beyond the ecclesiastical
sphere, as he ardently safeguarded the righteous interests of the Georgian nation
and the Orthodox Church. Furthermore, Metropolitan Ambrosi held a special place
as a representative of the ethnic communities residing in the historical territory of
Tskhum-Abkhazia.

In September 1921, Metropolitan Ambrosi was elected as the Catholicos-
Patriarch of Georgia, relin-quishing his position on the Cathedra of the Diocese
of Tskhum-Abkhazia. This momentous appointment marked the pinnacle of his
religious and administrative career, symbolizing his full dedication to the Catholi-
cos-Patriarchate and the spiritual guidance of the Georgian Orthodox Church.

This article relies on scholarly publications, archival sources, and periodical
materials to present a comprehensive account of Metropolitan Ambrosi’s life and
contributions.
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