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ABSTRACT

Our goal is to present and elucidate certain biographical episodes of Prof. Tariel
Putkaradze based on his own letters and notes shared on social networks. These
materials are noteworthy because they reveal both the typical challenges of public
life and the personal traits that largely defined the tense, restless, and intriguing life of
Prof. Tariel Putkaradze.

The primary responsibility of the author of these notes is to uphold truth in
recounting both national and personal history, “so that fabricators do not hinder current
or future generations.” Regarding his tenure in Kutaisi, Putkaradze also provides
insights into his contemporaries, particularly Professor M. Todua of Akaki Tsereteli
State University, who appointed him as director of the newly established Institute
of Dialectology. Todua significantly contributed to the institute’s activities and to
the broader development of Georgian research. Putkaradze’s notes also discuss his
friendships and collaborations, the birth of new scientific ideas, and his interactions
with local government representatives, despite differing political platforms, to advance
cultural and educational interests of national importance.

For Prof. T. Putkaradze, the paramount and most constructive endeavor is
the struggle for Georgia’s independence, uniting Georgian citizens, and promoting
a sound, scientifically grounded orientation. His dedication to the common national
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cause is invigorated by selfless support and relationships with individuals who embody
a ,strong national spirit“ through their personal lives.

Kutaisi City represents the most cherished period of Prof. Putkaradze’s
life; its friendly environment is a place ,,imbued with tender love,“ where he finds
solace and gathers strength for creative work. His guiding principle is the scientific
and educational traditions of Kutaisi, established by the finest minds of Georgian
intelligentsia who fought against imperial attempts to fragment the Georgian linguistic
community. Through his scientific and pedagogical work, Prof. Tariel Putkaradze
proudly continues this tradition.

Keywords: Professor Tariel Futkaradze’s work in Kutaisi, Institute of
Dialectology at ATSU.
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