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In the first quarter of the 20th century,
the Kutaisi press emphasized the necessity of protecting
the ethnic and cultural identity of Georgians
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ABSTRACT

Ethnic self-awareness is defined by ethnic culture and language. If an ethnic
group loses its cultural specificity, it ceases to exist as an independent entity. This was
the concern Georgian public figures had following the loss of statehood. Through the
Georgian press, particularly from the early 20th century onward, they actively resisted
Russification policies despite repression from Russian authorities. Newspapers in
Kutaisi, despite censorship, aimed to educate the public on pressing issues threatening
Georgian identity: the Georgian language, music, architectural samples, archaeological
artifacts, and more. Articles in the Kutaisi press sought to make people understand and
appreciate Georgian culture, fostering pride in its centuries-old history, which they
believed essential for every Georgian and crucial for preserving Georgian identity.
Cultural and educational organizations in Kutaisi played a pivotal role in promoting
national self-awareness and instilling a sense of pride among Georgians. Through
various initiatives, they helped Georgian society rediscover its cultural identity and
assert its national consciousness.

Keywords: Kutaisi press of the first quarter of the 20th century, the issue of
Georgian identity.
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L0sdogol gom303905L  3EOEHMO  JoMmMEo 3MEEGHMGOL dodsmom, dol
30319esMmoBs30sL. JoMmmzger Lsbmysm 3mem3sfiggdl s 36glsl Moglio
fJ3momo  dorydmgzom  JeBmzggwms gmbozm®o  300089mBsmdOl
39658690590, M550 35070 EsALSbHYMGd00 LsBMYsEMYdOL 0TS bofogrds
99dem  2590m530L9806s Lo3NMMO JMWEHNMGHMWo ,09 00 IWEHNMOHO
3sbalosmPdEgdoL JobgEz0m, HMIGEX0E OLEAMGOMESE EITHILOSMYIYEO
oym Bggbo LsBmYsMIdoLm3oL s LHimMgE 58 3mboEogdosb dmgbwobs
030000096(305303060ds.

3980g96980 oBIRGTHS @ fgsBmgdo
3mbos 1911: 35bgoo ,,3mmbogs”, Nel11, Ne114, 1911.
dogdom®sdg 2019: TogdomBsdg ., 6563393900 JsGOMEo 3G LHOL
obG™MM00sb. Jymsobo, 2019.
0390eodg 1995: 33g0e0dg 3., Jmosoliols sbogro oliGmGool Bat3zgzgdo.
d0ogobo, 1995.
b533mdErM 1916: 95Hg000 ,b5TIMdEM, Ne344, Ne399, Ne471, 1916.
1538V 1917: 25%9000 ,b508cVdm™, Ne540, Ne520, 1917.
Jbod: J9050b0L 6oz dYMHAYHOTZ0EOb LabgEMBoL bsbgedFoBm OLEHMGOYEo
dxb9mdo, Bmbeo 2173, 1sd. 1174, 3mbo 5286, Lsd. 3.
3akaBkasckas pegs 1916: 45bgoo ,3akaBkasckas peus”, Ne71, 1916.




